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I. Listing of Claims .^^^ ^ ^^^^ 

SEPJ 5 2006 

1. (Currently Amended): A safety device including a releasable clip, the 
releasable dtp having an e longated a main gripping element in the fomi of an 
elongated hollow cvlinder having a first and second end , and an elongated moveable 
gripping element having a first and second ende, the main gripping element first end 
having a retaining element to retain the first end of the moveable gripping element; 
the main gripping element r e tain i ng second end affixing the second end of the 
moveable gripping element in a predetermined position such that the clip may grip a 
fabric tub e or the li ko oas flow duct of the safetv device between the main gripping 
element and the moveable gripping element; the second end of the elongated 
moveable gripoina element Is configure to fit over or within the hollow cvlinder: a 
gas generator being provided which r e epond e supplies oas to the interior of the 
hollow cvlinder in response to a supply signal to move the second end of the 
moveable gripping element to cause the first ends of the main grippino element and 
the moveable gripping, element to disengage and release the gnp gripping of the 
duct . 

2. (Currently Amended): A safety device according to Claim 1 further 
comprising the gas flow duct provided in the fonr* of an outlet duct, the outlet duct 
being sealed by the releasable clip. 

3. (Currently Amended): A safety device according to Claim 1 wherein 
the safety device includes an inflatafeile air-bag and the oas flow duct enables venting 
of the interior of the air^bao. 
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4. (Cancelleci). 

5. (Currently Amended): A safety device according to Claim 4 Z wherein 
a plurality of the releasable clips are provided, each of the clips being associated 
with a respective outlet duct. 



6. (Cancelled). 

7. (Currently Amended): A safety device according to Claim 6 1 wherein 
the second end of the moveable gripping element is a piston moveable within the 
hollow cylinder 

8. (Original): A safety device according to Claim 7 wherein the hollow 
cylinder has a terminal inward projection to retain the piston in the hollow cylinder. 

9. (Original): A safety device according to Claim 7 wherein the second 
end of the moveable gripping element comprises a closure cap dimensioned to close 
an open end of the hollow cylinder. 

10. (Original): A safety device according to Claim 1 wherein the gas 
generator is a pyrotechnic squib. 



11. (Original): A safety device according to Claim 1 wherein tlie gas 
generator is a source of compressed gas. 

8RIWH8 ..3- 
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12. (Currently Amended): A safaty device according to Claim 1 wherein 
the first end of the main gripping element and t l ^o -P Ot a ining e lem e nt comfiris es a 
r e taining l ua prov i ded on th e main qrippinq ele m e nt comprises a retaining element in 
the form of a Iuq . 

13. (Currently Amended): A safety- 4 ewoo aocording to Claim 1 whoroin ■ 
th e ma i n gripping e l ement i o in th e form of a oyl i ndrica l hou s ing, A safety device 
Including a releasable clip, the releasable dip having a main arlPDlno element in the 
form of an elongated hollow cylinder having a first and second end, and an 
elongated moveable gripping element havino a first and second end: dA4 the 
moveable gripping element hae having Inclined resiliently mounted walls to engage 
the exterior of the cylindrical housing of the main gripping dement; the main griopina 
element first end having a retaining element to retain the first end of the moveable 
gripping element: the main gripping element second end affixing the second end of 
the moveable gripping element In a predetemilned position such that the clip mav 
grip a gas flow duct of the safety device between the main gripping element and the 
moveable gripping element: the second end of the elongated moveable gripping 
element Is configured to fit over or within the hollow cylinder a gas generator b^j p g 
provided which supplies gas to the interior of the hollow cylinder In response to a 
supply signal to move the second end of the moveable gripping element to cause the 
first ends of the main gripping element and the moveable gripping element to 
disengage and release the gripping of the duct. 
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14. (Currently Amended): A releasable clip for a safety device, the 
releasable cfrp including a main gripping element in the form of an elongated hollow 
cylinder defining a first and second end, the main gripping element first end having a 
retaining bracl^et, and the second end of the main gripping element being opened, a 
moveable gripping element having a first and a second end, the first end of the 
moveable gripping element received by the retaining bracket, the second end of the 
moveable gripping element obstructing the second opened end of the main gripping 
element, a gas generator m communicating with the hollow cylinder, the releasable 
clip in a first predetermined position gripping a gas flow duct of the safety device 
between the main gripping element and the moveable gripping element, and In 
response to a supply signal supplying gas within the hollow Interior mevee moving 
the moveable gripping element second end gQ^ disengaging the moveable gripping 
element second end from the retaining bracket to release the gripping of the duct 

15. (Original): A safety device according to Claim 14 wherein the safety 
device includes an air-bag. 

16. (Cancelled). 

17. (Cun^ntly Amended): A safety device according to Claim 14 wherein a 
plurality of the releasable clips are provided, each of the clips being associated with 
a respective outlet oas flow duct 



-5- 
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18. (Original): A safety device according to Claim 14 wherein the second 
end of the moveable gripping element is a piston moveable within the hollow 
cylinder. 

19. (Original): A safety device according to Claim 18 wherein the hollow 
cylinder has a tennlnal inward projection to retain the piston in the hollow cylinder 

20. (Currently Amended): A safety device according to Claim 14 wherein 
the second end of the moveable gripping element comprises a closure cap 
dimensioned to dose a n op e n th_e__s_econd opened end of the hollow cylinder. 

21. (Currently Amended): A safety device according to Claim 14 wherein 
the gas generator is a pyrotechnic squib disposed inside the hollow cylinder 

22. (Original): A safety device dcconding to Claim 14 wherein the gas 
generator Is a source.of compressed gas. 

23. , (Original): A safety device according to Claim 14 wherein the main 
gripping element is in the form of a cylindrical housing, and the moveable gripping 
element has inclined resiliently mounted walls to engage the exterior of the 
cylindrical housing of the main gripping element 



HOP e It 
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II. Remarks 

Claims 1-3, 6, 7, 12-14, 17, 2a and 21 are being amended and claims 4, 6. 
and 16 are being cancelled by this Amendment Accordingly, after entering the 
above amendments, claims 1-^3. 5. 7-15, and 17-23 remain pending. 

Reconsideration of this application in view of the above amendments and the 
following remarks is herein respectfully requested. 

In the Office Action, claim 14 has been objected to for informalities. Claims 1- 
13 and 16 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite. Claims 1-3, 10 and 12 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) as 
anticipated by DePottey et al. Claims 4, 5. and 1 1 have been rejected under 35 
U.S.C. §103(a) as obvious over DePottey et al. The Examiner has allowed claims 
14, 15, and 17-23 and has stated that claims &-9, 13 and 16 would be allowable rf 
rewritten to overcome the 35 U.S.C. §1 12 rejections. 

Claim 14 has been amended as suggested by the Examiner and claims 4, 6, 
and 16 have been cancelled. 

Applicants acknowledge the Examiner's indication of the allowance of claims 
6-9. 13 and 16, if rewritten to overcome the rejections under 36 U.S.C. §112, second 
paragraph, and to Include all of the limitations of the base claim and any inten/ening 
claims. 

By this amendment, claim 1 has been amended to clarify the description and 
cooperation of the recited element. Claim 1 now incorporates subject matter of claim 
6, deemed allowable by the Examiner. Further, claim 13, deemed allowable by the 
Examiner, has been rewritten into Independent form by incorporating the subject 
matter of claim 1, from which it previously depended. 

BRINKS JJ^ 
M_0£J_R 
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Since claim 1 has been amended to include claim 6 material, which the 
Examiner deemed allowable, and the dependencies of claim 1 have been amended 
accordingly, the Examiner's rejections based on 35 U.S.C, §102 and §103 are now 
moot. Upon a careful review of all the claims, Applicants are entering a number of 
additional claim amendments to claims 2, 3, 5, 7, 12. 14. 17. 20, and 21 to improve 
the clarity of the claims and to provide proper antecedent basis for claimed elements. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider and 
withdraw these rejections. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that 
the present form of the claims are patentably distinguishable over the art of record and 
that this application is now in condition for allowance. Such action is respectfully 
requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



September 5, 2006 
Date 





PA6E11/irRCVDAT«SI20062:24:49ra[EastemD^^^^ 



